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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA  
   prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:19, NRSV) 

  
 
  

 
As I flipped the calendar pages on November 1st, imagine my 
surprise when these diametrically opposed images shown to the 
left were what greeted me.  The first one, from the Thrivent Fi-
nancial Calendar, shows a photo submitted by Ervin Sidel, River-
side, CA who writes: “As the mist rose around Deception Pass 
Bridge to Whidbey Island, Washington, we were reminded of 
John 4:10: ‘If you know the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have 
given you living water.’” 
 
 

  
 
  

 
The second image, from the Equal Justice Initiative, Montgom-
ery, AL calendar is anything but peaceful. “Supporters cheer at a 
rally to protest the removal of Confederate flags from the Con-
federate Memorial on the grounds of the state capitol in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, June 27, 2015.” (Julie Bennett/AL.com via AP) 
  
(NOTE: This event occurred after the shooting of 9 African Amer-
icans in the historic Emanuel African Methodist Church in 
Charleston, SC.) 
  

There was a part of me that wanted to take the Equal Justice Initiative calendar down, tuck it away, until December 
when maybe there would have been a less-controversial photo to display. I worried that someone visiting my office 
might be offended by this picture, might even think that, as a fellow southerner, I might proudly be displaying this pic-
ture in solidarity with those attending that rally. 
  
But as I sat at my desk, my sight-line bookended by these two very different photographs, I thought of Mary’s ponder-
ing, and did some pondering of my own. In the end, those two images tell us the very environment into which God 
chose to enter in order to save the entire world. 
  

Let’s remember those images as we celebrate the miracle of Christmas! For the miracle of Christmas drives us to pon-
dering the world-shattering nature of God. Our God chose to take on human flesh and to walk among us and in doing 
so, shows us the lengths to which God will go to bring all of creation back into relationship. 
  
And it all started with one the world would have viewed as powerless, in a habitat fit only for animals, and announced 
to lowly shepherds in the field. I have to have faith that just as God was made known to us in Jesus, God will continue 
to make his presence known, even in the face of situations fueled by anger and prejudice, so that, in the end, all of 
God’s people will drink the living water God freely gives. 
  

See you Sunday! 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Mike 

1 



PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
  ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 

Celebrating Christmas Through Life’s Transitions 
 

When I was a young adult, I had a friend who dreaded the holiday season. Her brother died years before. Hearing 
Christmas carols triggered her grief instead of getting her in the mood for a Christmas celebration. I didn’t understand 
her then. I was surrounded by a loving, close family and extended family. Christmas reminded me of the smell of fresh 
Christmas trees, gift giving, family gatherings, good food, and worshiping together.  It wasn’t until my mother died 16 
years ago just a few days before Christmas that I began to empathize and understand how difficult it can be to go 
through the holidays when one is grieving a loss. 
 
For those who are going through a difficult time because of life’s transitions (death of a loved one, illness, divorce, loss 
of a job, and other major changes), remember that healing takes time and a lot of love and support.  Grief work takes 
a lot of energy. Give yourself permission to do things differently this year to honor your grief and decrease your stress 
level. It’s okay to lower your expectations of yourself to accommodate your current needs. Delegate tasks when possi-
ble. Don’t be afraid to ask for and accept help. 
 
Here’s a Christmas Prayer which I found comforting. 
 
For those who have an abundance of love, a bounty in heart and home, keep them mindful of the world’s poor, lift their 
voices often to you in gratitude, loving God. 
 
For those who carry hurts and anger and other heartaches, help them to feel the peace which only you can give and 
the grace to let go of long burdening memories. 
 
For those who struggle with the lack of this world’s riches, those who know what unemployment and empty pockets 
feel like, gift them with a counting of blessings which are often hidden and far more valuable than earthly treasure. 
 
For those whose faith has grown dim and whose sense of you seems far away, raise in their hearts a great yearning for 
you that will not cease and a desire for the truth that cannot be ignored. 
 
For those who are tired, weary, worn from a constant generous giving of their lives in love, be their energy and enthusi-
asm, be a great and deep spark of light and happiness within them. 
 
For those who grieve the goodbye of a loved one and whose hearts are very lonely this time of year, touch them with 
dear memories and transform the inner missing and heartache into a vision of what lies far beyond this time and 
space. 
 
For those whose lives speak of growing old, bless them again and again with peace and serenity, let them know what 
gentle witnesses they are to all of us who still ponder the meaning of life and growth.  
 
And finally, Savior God, for those with young eyes, keep their hearts full of wonder, and thank you for slipping some of 
their delight and simplicity into our own hearts each time we celebrate the Christmas moment. Amen. 
 

            Joyce Rupp, OSM, Fresh Bread and Other Gifts of Spiritual Nourishment 
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 

Wayne L. Wold, ELW 240 
 
December offers us many opportunities to worship and sing together about God’s advent and incarnation. In addition 
to the four Sundays of Advent, we will meet on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 and evenings at 7 p.m. for mid-week 
worship; the evening services will again use Marty Haugen’s much-beloved “Holden Evening Prayer.” Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day, and the Sundays within the twelve days of Christmas will be filled with dozens of Christmas carols and 
hymns. And one more opportunity will take place on Sunday, December 11, at 4 p.m. as we offer again for the congre-
gation and community a special program, Advent/Christmas Concert and Carol-Sing. The program will feature the First 
Lutheran singing and ringing choirs, instrumentalists, and carols/hymns for all to join in singing. Plan to come and invite 
your friends. 
 
And watch announcements for another concert opportunity on January 15 when the Howard County Concert Orches-
tra, along with dancers, present a concert in our sanctuary. 
 
Thanks to all who already participate in our Jubilate Bell Choir, First Lutheran Choir, and Children’s Choir. The deadline 
for singing in First Lutheran Choir for the Christmas season was mid-November, but it is not too late to join us when we 
start anew in 2017. Let us help you keep that New Year’s resolution to become more involved in the church’s ministry 
of music!  

Savior of the nations, come; 
Virgin’s son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heaven and earth: 

God has chosen such a birth. 
  Martin Luther, ELW 263 

 
 

          Keep singing! Wayne 

A Very Special End-of-the-Year Giving Opportunity! 
 

2017 will mark the 20th anniversary of our wonderful pipe organ, and we are hoping to bring back the very same con-
cert organist who played the dedicatory recital in 1997 to play the 20th anniversary recital. Dr. Martin Jean, formerly 
professor at Valparaiso University and now professor at Yale University, is a world-class organist and a very popular 
performer, and his recital at First Lutheran will be an exciting event for church members and will draw a large audience 
from the surrounding community. Our “Organ 20th Anniversary Fund” has been receiving donations since its creation 
was announced several months ago, but it needs a boost from you to make this event a reality. Please give as you are 
able.  
          Thanks.  Wayne 
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

UPCOMING DATES:  

December 1st- Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm in the Parlor  

December 4th- Make, Take, & Share AND Santa’s Secret Workshop from 9:15-10:15am in the Fellowship Center  

December 4th- FLAMES meeting at 6:30pm- putting together boxes for Christmas baskets 

December 7, 14, & 21- Advent Soup Supper- 5:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Center.  

        $5 per person and $15 for families of 3 or more.  

                 Themes for Advent Soup Suppers:  

   Nov. 30th- Thanksgiving Leftovers Theme  

   Dec. 7th- Chef’s Choice  

   Dec. 14th- Chili  

   Dec. 21st- Christmas Theme  

December 17th- Sunday School Christmas Program Rehearsal- 10am-12pm in the Sanctuary  

December 18th- Sunday School Christmas Program at 9:15 in the Sanctuary- All Are Welcome  

December 18th- Youth Group Christmas Party and wrapping of Angel Tree gifts- 12pm in the Social Hall  

December 19th- Youth Committee meeting at 7pm in the Parlor  

December 24th- Christmas Eve Services 4:00 p.m. Family Service, Eucharist at 6, 8 and 10 p.m. 

 

ADVENT SOUP SUPPERS  
Join us before our Wednesday Advent Services for some soup and fellowship! Starting November 
30th, we will be serving soup from 5:30-6:30pm in the Fellowship Center. Cost is $5.00 per person 
and $15.00 per family of 3 or more. If you are interested in making soup for these suppers, please 
contact Lauren Gray. See you there!!  
 

 
MAKE, TAKE, & SHARE and SANTA’S SECRET WORKSHOP  

Come and make homemade Christmas crafts including Christmas Tree Ice Cream Cones, Christmas Wreaths, 
Tissue Paper Candle Holders, and more! Children shop for your parents in Santa’s Secret Workshop (in the 
PARLOR)! Heaven’s Kitchen Auction, which is sponsored by our Preschool, will take place during the event. 
Join us on Sunday, December 4th, 9:15-10:15am in the Fellowship Center.  

Please join us for the festivities!! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  
Our annual Sunday School Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 18th at 9:15am in our Sanctuary. The pro-
gram is called "Starry Night, Noisy Night", a Christmas musical filled with humorous references to modern distractions 
that prevent us from experiencing the true meaning of Christmas. The story's point of view comes from the animals, 
which is a new twist. We'll also have our angels(PreK-K class), shepherds, and the rest of our Sunday School ensemble 
presenting this different version of the classic Christmas story.   
 

THANKSGIVING BASKET DONATIONS- THANK YOU!!  
We, the youth of First Lutheran, would like to thank everyone that helped with our Thanksgiving Basket collection by 
donating items. These items have gone to needy families that have an individual in their home who is undergoing can-
cer treatment at Saint Agnes Hospital Cancer Center in Baltimore. Your donations have helped us to give delicious 
Thanksgiving meals and to bring these families together during the holidays. Thank you!!  
 
         Blessings!  

         Lauren Gray 

4 



First Lutheran Preschool  
Jenny James, Director 

410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org 

 
Heaven’s Kitchen Auction Helps Families in Need 

 
Ever wonder who receives scholarships to attend our preschool?  While the names are confidential, please 
read the following excerpts written by some of our scholarship recipients. 
 
 One day I was driving by Chatham Road with my two sons and we saw the sign that read “First Lutheran 

Preschool.  Now accepting applications”.  When I took a look at the tuition costs, I knew I wasn’t going to 
afford it-- not with my single income trying to cover my college expense as well as provide for my children.  
I expressed my concerns to the director, Jenny James, and she encouraged me to apply for the scholarship 
which I did.  After a couple of weeks, I received an email from the school informing me that I had been 
awarded a partial scholarship.  I was ecstatic! 

 My son joined the Preschool the following school year and enjoyed every single minute of it.  The Pre-
school not only taught my son the foundations of being a good and confident kindergartener but it also 
grounded us to our church- First Lutheran Church Ellicott City.  Within those preschool walls my family and 
I met some wonderful people who are still some of our favorite friends and our greatest support system 
within the community.  

 When I received the scholarship, I learned that it’s not only in receiving that we are blessed but also there 
is so much joy in giving.  In this spirit I humbly accepted and served on the Preschool Board for two years. I 
witnessed and I was truly awed by the dedication and love all the teachers and board members tirelessly 
pour into the school to make it a success that it is.  

 
And this quote, 

My children were able to attend Preschool because of the partial-scholarship that First Lutheran grant-
ed us the last two years. It would have been a serious struggle for my husband and me! Honestly, we 
would not have been able to do it. 

 
We wanted our children to have a good education in a safe environment and First Lutheran was able 
to give us that and much more! 

 
We are beyond grateful for the assistance. 
 
This season, consider giving to the Rev. Glenn & Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund through our 

Baked Goods auction on December 4.  We will be auctioning off baked goods between services on Sunday 
morning.  One hundred percent of the money raised will go to help families in need help their children get a 
great start in school.  Your participation in our auction is one way you can give back to our community this 
holiday season.  Thank you! 
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Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran 

 

To receive our weekly e-letters and church announce-

ments through email, go to First Lutheran Church’s 

website at  

www.firstlutheranec.org 

and look for the button 

 

SIGN UP NOW  

 

Fill in your name and email address. 

That’s all there is to it!! 

First Lutheran’s after hours 
Medical Emergency  

Phone Number 
 

                 (for evenings and weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977 

From the Congregation Council  

A VERY BIG THANK YOU to all those who generously contributed to the collec-
tion this past September for the WIC families in need.  The flooding in Ellicott 
City this past summer impacted and continues to affect  the residents, business-
es, and surrounding communities. Your generous donations of items alleviated 
the need for three WIC families.  Donated items totaled over 1200 diapers, 21 
packages of wipes, and over 120 pieces of clothing for the children in the families - including pants, skirts, 
hooded sweatshirts, and underwear.  A special thank you to the Youth Group who donated items and grocery 
gift cards for the third family. The members of First Lutheran are very always very responsive to the Social 
Ministry projects and we continue to use our hands for God's work.  We are truly blessed to be a blessing. 
Thank you.            Jenny Burnham 

6 

The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on November 16th.  In addition to hearing reports 
from various congregation ministry teams, other business included: 
 
The existing Fund Raising Policy (CR12.05A15) has been endorsed by the Finance Team, and adopted by 
Council for the next twelve (12) months.  
 
Agenda items for the upcoming Annual Congregation Meeting November 20th were discussed. 
 
The Council was presented with over 300 names of members who have not communed or made a contribu-
tion of record in two years. In order to retain voting privileges, these constitutional requirements must be 
maintained. A letter is being drafted and will be sent, advising these members of the requirement, and en-
couraging them to worship with us, and record their communion and giving during the upcoming holiday 
season. 
 
Diane Schwarzman, Robert Sanders and Susan Garde are revising and updating the Facility Use Policy and 
Agreement, Key Control Policy and Agreement, and incorporating the Alcohol Use Policy into the documents. 



UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN! 

 

It’s not too late to make your offering to support hunger and poverty ministries of our ELCA. Our 
goal is to gather $8,000 for these ministries. As of November 15th we have gathered $4775.00 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Next quarter (January – March 2017) we’ll be collecting offerings in support of the new and renewing congregation 
ministries of the ELCA and our synod. In addition to our offerings for Breath of God in Highlandtown, we’re looking to 
collect $1,000 or more for these ministries.  
 
You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, using either the special envelope 
included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envelopes found in the pew racks, or through our 
new on-line giving platform. To use this service, you can access the give option off our website, use the give option on 
our newly available app (for mobile devices) or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving 
app and can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option. (see below for details) 
 
Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated! 

      Interested in joining First Lutheran? 
 
When Jesus called his first disciples, he simply 
invited them, “Come and see.”  
 

Following Jesus’ example, we invite any-
one who would like to become a mem-
ber of the congregation to contact one 
of the pastors for a one-on-one orienta-
tion. 
 

New members are received on the fourth Sunday of every month.  

First Lutheran  

on Facebook 

 

 

 

Like us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/First-
Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-

143823785640557/?ref=bookmarks. 

 
Electronic Giving  

 
Our electronic giving capability is now in place and available to everyone! Either by accessing the “GIVE” tab 
on our website or texting “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile device, you are able to establish an on-
line giving profile and make offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be made from a checking ac-
count, debit card or credit card. Each electronic transaction occurs over a safe, encrypted connection.  
 
Our customized app is currently under development and will be available from your respective app store in 
the coming weeks. Look for more information in the weekly Parish Notices. 
 
When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive a one-time reply containing a link to give to First 
Lutheran (1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions 
please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For 
help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  
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Stay connected with First Lutheran from any 
mobile device! 

  

Thank you to the 91 members who responded to our social media 
survey in November. More than three-quarters of the respondents 
think that reaching out to our membership and beyond is some-
what or very important.  And, almost half of them told us that they 
are very or extremely likely to use social media daily. 

  

We also asked for comments about the features of a First Lutheran 
mobile phone application.  Those comments and the responses 
about social media usage helped us customize the app.  By search-
ing your respective app store (search First Lutheran Ellicott City), 
you can now download our free app, as an additional communica-
tions tool.  This app does not replace any of our traditional forms of 
communicating; it is simply a digital way to keep in touch. 

  

 
  

Once downloaded (make sure you opt for push notifications so 
you’ll be notified when updates are available), you have access to 
much information about first Lutheran and the ministry God has 
going on in this place. 

  

Connect – gives people the ability to send First Lutheran a 
“Connect Card,” to submit a prayer request, or to find out more 
about First via our Facebook page and monthly Messenger newslet-
ter 

  

Give – allows access to our online giving option 

  

Sermons – provides recent sermons from Pastor Mike and Pastor 
Gigie 

  

Find us – allows guests and those new to the community to find us 

  

Bible – provides access to an online Bible 

  

 

 

The side bar menu allows access to all this functionality as well as 
our calendar of events. 

  

Based on experience and continued feedback, additional functional-
ity and content will be available in the coming months. 

  

We hope this new way of accessing First will be helpful for those 
who currently are involved and for those new disciples God will call 
into this community. 

  



 

    LISTENING TEAM 

 

 

Listening to God in Scripture and Prayer 

THE BOOK OF ACTS 

 

The LEAD (Living Everyday As Disciples) Listening Team at First Lutheran was commis-
sioned by Council President Linda Kay on Reformation Sunday, October 30th.  It was a 
fitting and meaningful time to be reminded that FLC is participating in a re-formation of 
our own.  We are one of six congregations in the DE-MD Synod working with LEAD.  
The LEAD process is designed to help congregations develop a deep, bold, consequen-
tial faith in Jesus Christ characterized by innovative behaviors that demonstrate our 
love for God and our neighbors. 

 

In November, the Listening Team studied several passages from the book of Acts.  We 
studied and reflected both individually and as a group.  At our meetings we shared re-
flections on questions such as: 

 

How can we be more like the early church? (see Acts 2) 

Where might the Spirit be calling us that makes us feel uncomfortable? 

(see Acts 8) 

What does “God shows no partiality” mean for our congregation’s ministry?  What min-
istry changes would make us more similar to Peter? (see Acts 10) 

 

“What Would Jesus Do” right here, right now? 

 

We invite you to join us in our journey.  You can practice listening from the heart, or 
delve into a study of the Book of Acts.  Feel free to contact any of the LEAD Listening 
Team members if you would like some guidance or support.  Also, please continue to 
pray for us, our congregation, our neighborhood and all of God’s creation.  

 

 

Pastor Mike    Pastor Gigie   Joanna Casto 

 George Conklin   Cathy Rice    Jay Zumbrun 
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Advent Mid-Week Worship 
 

“The story of Advent is a story of hunger: a people’s hunger for salvation, a fleeing holy family’s hunger for safety and 
the world’s hunger for a new dawn. It is a season when we await the one who will ’give light to those who sit in dark-
ness and in the shadows of death.’” (Luke 1:79a) 
 

This Advent, join your fellow disciples on a journey from hunger to being filled. We’ll gather for worship on Wednes-
days at 10:30 AM (NEW this year) and 7:00 PM and hear of God’s work in: 
 

November 30 – A People of Promise 
December 7 – Bearing Fruit 

December 14 – Healing of the Whole World 
December 21 – God in Unexpected Places 

 

Prior to each evening worship, from 5:30 – 6:30 PM, we’ll gather around a simple meal of soup, salad and dessert. 
Costs for dinner are $5.00 per person up to $15.00 for families of 3 or more. Proceeds from the soup supper support 
our planned youth mission trip to New Bern, NC in July 2017. Soup menu includes: 
 

November 30 – Thanksgiving Leftovers Theme 
December 7 – Chef’s Choice 

December 14 – Chili 
December 21 – Christmas Theme (or Chef’s Choice) 

 

Also new this year, each family is provided a weekly devotion book containing family devotions for each of the weekly 
themes. Devotion booklets will be available in the Narthex and on our website, Facebook page and soon-to-be re-
leased mobile app. 
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Angel Tree 2016 
 

It’s that time of year! Traditionally, First Lutheran has provided Christmas gifts for children in our commu-
nity who might otherwise receive no gifts.  This includes the children of the Head Start Program, Residen-
tial Institute for Children and Adolescents (RICA), and Grassroots. In addition, this year we are including 

children, and possibly a few of their mothers, residing at the Women and Children’s Center at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Baltimore (aka “Soup Kitchen”).  We are also again including general scholarships for the First Lutheran Pre-School. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this wonderful tradition, then please select your “Angel” from the Angel Tree in the 
Narthex and sign out on the clipboard.  Then shop!   Please return your UNWRAPPED gift in the bag provided with the 
angel attached so that we know where to distribute the gift.  (Our church youth group will again wrap all gifts.) Please, 
all gifts need to be placed in the Angel Tree Bin by the date indicated on each Angel ornament so there is time to wrap 
the gifts and get them to where they need to be by Christmas. 
 
Please contact Malia Schlichting at 410-259-8446 and 301-648-6639 with any questions. Thank you and Happy Shop-
ping! 



 

First Lutheran’s  

 

 
 

Baked Goods Competition  

Live Auction & Silent Auction! 
 

December 4, between services 

 

Bring your home-baked and decorated cake, cookies, pie, or cupcakes  
to the Fellowship Center by 8:30 a.m.   

 
All donations must be home-baked with a recipe attached. Package your dessert in a 

disposable container suitable for a safe car ride home with the lucky bidder. 
 

The baked goods will be judged on appearance by  

First Lutheran’s High School Youth.   

You may win a ribbon in any of the following categories:  

 

 

 

 

A sign up for bringing baked goods is posted 

on the bulletin board in the church narthex. 

 

First Lutheran’s own Ralph Fowler will auction off the baked goods.   

 

New this year—There will be a silent auction with cool items from local businesses. 

 

Bring your checkbook, as this is a fundraiser for The Rev. Glenn and Stella Ludwig 

Preschool Scholarship Fund. Your donation will help pay tuition for families in need 

of assistance.   

Best Bundt 

Most Outrageous 

Decorator’s Delight 

Best Holiday 

Cutest Cupcakes 

Most Exotic 

Most Original 

Kids’ Choice 
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First Lutheran Church 
 

Advent/Christmas Concert 
and 

Carol-Sing 
 

 

 

 

Featuring 

First Lutheran Choirs, Jubilate Handbells, 

Instrumentalists, Guest Soloists, 

and Congregational Singing 

 

 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 

4:00 pm in the Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 

Free Admission. 

Lite refreshments served after the concert. 
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Prayer Shawl Team  
 

Monday, December 5, 2016 
10: 00 a.m. in the parlor  

Contact Ginny Fan for more information, 
410-750-7237 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 
 

Monday, December 12, 2016  
 

If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us. 

 
Second Monday of the month  
at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall 

 
Call Mary Sullins at 410-465-6723 for more information. 

Men’s Bible Study & Fellowship Group  
 

Friday, December 16 at 7:30 a.m. 
Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 

 

This is an informal group that discusses the bible, 
prays together, shares stories and generally, has a 
good time while realizing that we are all chosen to do 
God’s work and spread his word. We meet on the 3rd 
Friday of each month.  For more information contact 
Jay Zumbrun at 443-745-0737 or Pastor Mike at  
410-465-2977. 

      Nursing Home Worship Service 

  Wednesday, December14 

 10:30 a.m. departure 

                We return by noon. 

Meet at the church to carpool. Please join us. 

Deadline for articles and activities for 
the January 2017 issue of  

the Messenger is  

Thursday, December 8, 2016.  
 

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and include 
the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 

Women of First Lutheran 

Invite you to our Annual Holiday Tea 
 

December 3, 2016 - 2:00 – 4:00 

In the Fellowship Centerl 

 

Program by First Lutheran Choir Director Laurel Wacyk 
 

Collecting gifts for families at Grass Roots Shelter 
Gifts should be brought unwrapped.  The gifts are set out and the parents then select for their families. Suggestions 
are in the Information Center. 
 
Collecting for Route 1 Shelter 
Gloves, socks, hats, scarfs – anything to help the homeless have a warmer winter.  
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PARISH REGISTER  

Funeral service for Joyce A. Stanley who died November 3, 2016 



CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
Delivering 144 food baskets to Howard County Families 

and 

PANGANI LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
Providing food, shelter and education for young girls in Nairobi. 

A ministry partner of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 
We need your help! Gifts of any amount are welcome.  
 
Again this year, we plan to deliver Christmas food baskets to 144 families in our community experiencing 
tough times, and to provide financial support for Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre.  
 

Families receiving the baskets will be identified through the Howard County School System, WIC (Women, 
Infants and Children), Grassroots, the Maryland National Guard’s Partners-in-Care Program, and refer-
rals from our own pastors and members. In order to reach out and serve these families, we need near-
ly 200 volunteers who contribute in so many ways, including making phone calls to arrange deliveries, 
putting boxes together, packing boxes with perishable and non-perishable items, loading and unload-
ing trucks, planning delivery, making maps, and basket delivery. 

Pangani Lutheran Children’s Centre reaches out to destitute girls, typically either orphaned or abandoned, 
to provide them with food, shelter, clothes, health care, and an education to help them grow into self-
sustaining, valuable citizens. 

 
Please use the form below and place it in the offering plate or send it to the church office. Please make checks 
payable to First Lutheran Church and designate “Food Baskets” ($85 supports one family with a basket of 
food).  
 
New this year, you may also donate through the on-line “Pushpay” Give Option on the church website at  
http://www.firstlutheranec.org/ or text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Yes, I/we will help on:  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 at 9:00 a.m. - Volunteer to pack non-perishables. Meet in Social Hall.  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 at 7:30 a.m. - Help unload truck and pack perishables. Meet in Social 
Hall.  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 at 9:00 a.m. - Help load baskets into vehicles. (Lower parking lot).  
____ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 at 9:00 a.m. - Volunteer to deliver baskets. (Lower parking lot).  
Boxes are heavy; so, bring someone with you.  
 
IMPORTANT – Please mark your calendar; we do not plan to call anyone unless there is a problem. Con-
tact Terry Kay, (410-750-9372; email terrence.kay@verizon.net), if you have any questions. If you would 
like your donation to be a dedication or memorial, please write out clearly the wording that you would 
like to be published in the newsletter.  
 

Name:______________________Phone:_________________Envelope #____ 

 

Memorial _________________________________________________________ 
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